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THEA 61000 (20941) InTroducTIon To GrAduATE STudy 

Spring 2017 
T/TH 11-12:15 

D207 
Instructors Office Hours/Place Email Office Phone 
Yuko Kurahashi B146 

T/TH 9-11AM; 12:30-1 PM 
and by appointments 

ykurahas@kent.edu 330 672-9483 

 
Class Objectives and Outcomes: This course provides you with an introduction to: theatre research 

(research methods/strategies, bibliography, scholarly writings); critical theory; and area-
specific theories and practices. Though we are going to cover a variety of topics, the focus 
will be on developing your critical/analytical thinking for advanced courses which you will 
take in the future. In and outside class meetings, you are expected to fully explore and 
develop your intellectual/critical/analytical thinking skills. Our readings are limited to the 
minimal.  I encourage you to keep reading play scripts and attending local performances. 
Please visit “entertainment venues” in Graduate Student Guidelines (posted on the 
homepage) 

 
By the end of the semester, we are able to learn, understand key points in: 

• Research Strategies 
• Theatre History 
• Keep reading plays including new and old plays. 
• Traditional theory vs. Literary/Critical/Cultural theory 
• Understanding differences between a descriptive approach vs. analytical approach. 
• Constructing Topic vs. Thesis Statement.   
• Writing a performance review 
• Reading others research papers. 
• Writing a research paper. 

 
Required Textbook: 
 

• Anne H. Stevens, Literary Theory and Criticism Broadview Anthology of British Literature 
Editions ISBN-13: 978-1554812370 

 
Suggested (optional) Textbooks: 
 

• MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th Edition.(Key pages are available through 
library.kent.edu) 

• Most of the plays and other readings will be posted on Blackboard.  
 

Assignments and Requirement 

1. Participation in class discussion. It is extremely important for you to participate in class 
discussion. Demonstrate active participation in class discussion with discipline, critical thinking, 
and enthusiasm. I also value your positive and respectful attitude.  (50) 

2. Quiz (TBA) 
3. Database and Bibliography Practice Assignment (50) 
4. Summary of Scholarly Article Assignment (50) 
5. Research Paper (8-10 pages) (100) 
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6. Exam 1 and 2 (100x2=200) 
7. Extra credit presentation on one of the key designers/performers/directors. (up to 20) 
 
Grade Breakdown 
 

93.0% A 80.0% B- 
90.0% A- 77.0% C+ 
87.0% B+ 73.0% C 
83.0% B 70.0% C- 

  67.0% D 
 

Blackboard Learn 9: 

 
This course will regularly use the Blackboard Learn 9 Online Learning System.  To access the course, 
go to: https://learn.kent.edu/ and log on to Blackboard Learn 9 with your user name and Flashline 
password.  For assistance with your user name, password or other problems logging into or using 
Blackboard Learn 9, please contact the Help Desk at 330-672-HELP or helpdesk@kent.edu . For the 
tutorials, please visit http://www.kent.edu/blackboard/student/index.cfm 
 
Online Etiquette: It is important to remember several points of etiquette that will smooth communication 
between students and their instructors.  
 

       Avoid language that may come across as strong or offensive. Language can be easily 
misinterpreted in written communication. If a point must be stressed, review the statement to 
make sure that an outsider reading it would not be offended, then post the statement. Humor and 
sarcasm may easily be misinterpreted as well, so try to be as matter-of-fact and professional as 
possible.  
       An online classroom is still a classroom. Though the courses may be online, appropriate 
classroom behavior is still mandatory. Respect for fellow classmates and the instructor is as 
important as ever.  
       The language of the Internet. Though still a fairly young type of communication, certain 
aspects of this form of communication are becoming conventional. For example, do not write 
using all capital letters, because it will appear as shouting. Also, although the use of emoticons 
can be helpful when used to convey nonverbal feelings (example: :-) or :-( ), avoid overusing 
them.  
       Consider the privacy of others'. Ask permission prior to giving out a classmate's email 
address or other information.  
       No inappropriate material. Do not forward virus warnings, chain letters, jokes, etc. to 
classmates or instructors. The sharing of pornographic material is forbidden.  

  Adapted from Source: http://www.kent.edu/dl/Technology/Etiquette.cfm)  
   
Email: The University has given you a kent.edu email address. This free email address is yours to be used 
for life.  It will be used for all school and university related communications.  If you have another account 
you prefer to access for your email, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to arrange to have your Kent email 
forwarded to that account.  You can receive help with this by calling the Kent Helpdesk (330) 672-HELP.  
 

Policies, Rules, and Information  

Attendance Policy: You are required to attend all class meetings. An unexcused absence is subjected to a 
deduction of 10 points per absence from your final grade. In order for your absence to be excused, you 

https://learn.kent.edu/
mailto:helpdesk@kent.edu
http://www.kent.edu/blackboard/student/index.cfm


 

Intro to Grad Study Spring 2017  Page 3 

need to request a written excuse from a doctor or an appropriate contact person within 48 hours and 
deliver the document to your instructor. Two occasions of tardiness will be counted as one absence.  An 
Excused absence will not result in a 10-point deduction.   
 
Make-Ups and Late Submissions: There will be no make-ups, except in cases of extreme emergency, 
for which I will need written documentation. All assignments must be turned in on time.  Ten points 
will be deducted each day after the due date from your total score unless you have an emergency which 
can be verified with written documentation, at which time we will discuss your due date.  
 
There will be no cell phone use in this class. This includes text messaging.  Please turn your cell phone 
off (NOT TO VIBRATE) when you enter the classroom. Other technological devices such as laptops 
and I-pads should also be turned off.   
 
Students with disabilities: University policy 3342-3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities be 
provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the 
semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify 
your eligibility for these through Student Accessibility Services (contact 330-672-3391 or visit 
www.kent.edu/sas for more information on registration procedures). 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism Policies: It is the policy of the University that students enrolled in the 
University are to perform their academic work according to standards set by faculty members, 
departments, schools and colleges of the University.  Cheating and plagiarism constitute fraudulent 
misrepresentation for which no credit can be given and for which appropriate sanctions are warranted 
and will be applied.  This policy applies to all students of the University.  Visit 
http://www.kent.edu/policyregister for more details about the University policies concerning student 
cheating and plagiarism. 
 
It is easy for anyone to copy and paste an essay, paragraphs, and sentences from various websites.  
However, copying someone’s work is an act of stealing and you are going to face serious consequences as 
explained above. You need to make a habit of composing your own sentences and paragraphs in order to 
complete an essay. If you need to use information, phrases, and sentences found in other people’s 
writings, you need to cite the sources and make sure to integrate what you quote into your own writing.  
However, simply placing a citation after a borrowed phrase and sentence does not make your essay free 
from plagiarism. For example, a series of quotes even with citations shall be considered a simple note-
taking, thus your score on that assignment will be zero.   
  
Registration Requirement: Students who are not officially registered for a course by published 
University deadlines should not be attending classes and will not receive credit or a grade for the course. 
Each student must confirm enrollment by checking his/her official class schedules (using Student 
tools in FlashFast) prior to the deadline indicated. Registration errors must be corrected prior to the 
deadline.  
 
Course Withdrawals:  
● To drop or withdraw from a course, access http://flashline.kent.edu/  
● Withdrawals are subject to deadlines stated in the University’s semester schedule and available at 
the University Registrar’s web site:  

http://www.registrars.kent.edu/disability/default.htm
http://www.registrars.kent.edu/disability/default.htm
http://www.kent.edu/policyregister
http://flashline.kent.edu/
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THEA 61000: Weekly Schedule (subject to change) 

 
   Assignments 
Week 1 
Week of January 
16 
January 17 & 19 
(Intro and 
Traditional 
Theories) 

Introduction 
The Goals of this class 

• Research Strategies 
• Theatre History 
• Keep reading plays 

including new and old 
plays. 

• Traditional theory vs. 
Literary/Critical/Cultu
ral theory 

• Descriptive Paper vs. 
Analytical paper. 

• Topic vs. Thesis 
Statement.   

• A performance review 
• Reading others 

research papers. 
• Writing a research 

paper.  

Traditional Theory 
Plato, Aristotle, Horace 
Stevens 46-63. 
 

 

Week 2 
Week of January 
23 
January 24 & 26 
(Research 
Strategies and 
Traditional 
Theories) 

Library Research 
Guest Lecturer Joe Clark 

Western Medieval Theory 
and Theatre 
Stevens 68-78.  
 
Everyman 
 

Data-base research 
and Bibliography 
Practice Assignment 
on Everyman or 
Hernani 
 (Due on January 
31) 
  

Week 3 
Week of January 
30 
January 31& Feb. 2 
(Traditional 
Theories) 

The Enlightenment and 
Romanticism 
Stevens, 91-96; 114-127.  
 
Victor Hugo’s Hernani 

Naturalism and Realism and 
many isms.   
Stevens 120-125. 
 
 

 

Week 4 
Week of Feb. 6   
Feb. 7 & 9 
(Critical Theories) 
 

Critical theories 
Semiotics 

Carlson “The Iconic Stage” 
Carlson “Theatre Audiences 
and the Reading of 
Performance” 

 

Week 5 
Week of Feb. 13 

Feminism  
Stevens, 203-206 

Discuss Trifles  

Week 6  
Week of Feb. 20 

Marxism, Brecht, Theatre of 
the Oppressed. 
 
Stevens 186-194. 

Brecht Saint Joan of the 
Stockyards 

 

Week 7 
Week of Feb. 27 

Existentialism Sartre No Exit 
 

Scholarly Article 
Summary 
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 Assignment 
(Due on March 5) 

Week 8 
Week of March 6 
 

Deconstruction and 
Poststructuralism 
Stevens 154-157;169-172. 
 

Bell Reprieve 
 

 

Week 9 
Week of March 13 
 

Review for Exam I 
 

Exam I 
 

 

Week 10 
Week of March 20 

LGBTQ Theory 
Stevens 207-209. 

No  class 
Read the BBC article (posted)  

 

Spring Break  

Week 11 
Week of April 3 
(Your specific area 
exploration) 
 

Postcolonial Theory 
Stevens 194-201. 
 

 Continue to read Death of 
the King’s Horseman  
 
No in class class 

 

Week 12 
Week of April 10 
(Your specific area 
exploration) 

Key Designers: With students 
presentations 

Key Directors and Actors: 
With students presentations  

 

Week 13 
Week of April 17 
(Prep for Research 
Paper) 
 
 

Discuss Death of the King’s 
Horseman 
 
Sharing your paper progress & 
Feedback (sample paragraphs 
welcomed) 
 
 

Individual Conferences 
 
 
 
Get familiar with Othello  

 

Week 14 
Week of April 24 
Contemporary 
Relevancy 

Adaptations by Ellen 
McLaughllin 
(no reading required)  
 

Desdemona, A Play about a 
Handkerchief 
 

 

Week 15  
Week of May 1 

How to write a conference 
proposal 
How to write a performance 
review 

Exam 2  

Finals May 8-14 Research paper Due on 
Tuesday.  
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